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Abstract :Interpretation and hermeneutics are similarly related to the meaning of a text, but they have a little 

difference. Interpretation is to specify the meaning of a text by analysis, paraphrase and commentary. It is also about 

the understanding of the intention of God. The term hermeneutics designates the formulation of principles of 

interpretation which is applied specifically in the Bible. It is about general theory of utterance interpretation 

resulting in provision of a basis for general methodology of humanities. The purpose of the present paper, after 

explaining the Holy Qur’an and the Bible, is to study the act of Adam and Eve in the heaven according to the 

hermeneutics of The Holy Qur’an and The Bible, and to investigate whether there exists any difference in this 

regard. 
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1. Introduction  

Hermeneutics is a science for interpretation of religious texts, especially the Bible. The purpose in this science is to 

provide criteria in the order to understand and confront with the texts. According to Aziz Fahim, hermeneutic was a 

Greek word about people who were connected to goddess and interpret the wills of goddess. Fahim also mentions 

that hermeneutics has a revolution in terms of its meaning among Christianity. That is, interpretation occurs 

according to necessities (9-11). 

Milton S. Terry, the author of Biblical Hermeneutics, has a similar definition about Hermeneutics: 

 Hermeneutics is the science of interpretation. The word is usually applied to the explanation of 

written documents, and may therefore be more specifically defined as the science of interpreting 

an author̛s language. This science assumes that there are [different] modes of thought and 

ambiguities of expression among men, and, accordingly, it aims to remove the supposable 
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differences between a writer and his readers, so that the meaning of the one may be truly and 

accurately apprehend by the others (17). 

He defines Biblical Hermeneutics as a science of interpreting the Holy Scriptures of Old and New Testaments. Terry 

believes that as New Testament is the later and fuller revelation, its interpretation has received the fuller and more 

frequent attention. He also suggests that Biblical Hermeneutics, having a specific field of its own, should be 

carefully distinguished from other branches of theological science with which is often and quiet naturally associated 

(18). 

There is a little difference between hermeneutics and interpretation. Interpretation is about the understanding of the 

intention of God, but hermeneutics has a different subject, depending on the sects and their tendencies. Sometimes 

the subject is the Bible and at times rules and methods of understanding are the content. On the whole, they have 

interrelationship, and the only difference is the kind of the text. Terry believes that the necessity of the science of 

interpretation is referred to the diversities of mind and culture among men (20).    

Alongside the meaning of hermeneutics, some contemporary experts have different ideas about this science: in 

Schleirmacher̛s idea, hermeneutics as the art of understanding is a knowledge whose principals can provide the base 

of all kinds of text interpretation (Palmer 40). According to Dilthey hermeneutics is a knowledge which supplies 

methodological principals of the humanities (Grondin 84-89). Emilio Betti believes that hermeneutics is about 

general theory of utterance interpretation. Consequently, hermeneutics provides a basis for general methodology of 

humanities (Bleicher 27, 51). E.D.Hirash suggests that hermeneutics is a knowledge which we can use in order to 

determine valid literal meaning of phrases (Palmer 61). In Paul Ricoeur̛s opinion, hermeneutics is a knowledge 

which discusses the rules upon text interpretation or whatever considers as a text (Palmer 43). Gadamer says that 

hermeneutics is the understanding of ontology (Vaezi 215).  

As the aim of this paper is to study the act of Adam and Eve according to the Bible and the Holy Qur'an, it is proper 

to get familiar with these two books: the Bible consists of Old Testament (the creed of Judaism) and New Testament 

(the creed of Christianity). Terry says: 

 [In the Old Testament] we have, first, the five Books of Moses, commonly called the Pentateuch; 

next follow twelve Historical Books, recording the history of the Israelites from the death of 

Moses to the restoration from Babylonian exile, and covering a period of a thousand years. Then 

follow five Poetical Books-a drama, a psalter, two books of proverbial philosophy, and a song of 

love; and after these are seventeen Prophetical Books, among which are some of the most 

magnificent monuments of all literature. In the New Testament we have, first, the four Gospels, a 

record of the life and words of Jesus Christ; then the Act of Apostles, a history of the beginning 

of the Christian Church; then the thirteen Pauline Epistles, followed by the Epistle to the 

Hebrews and the seven General Epistles; and, finally, the Apocalypse of John (Terry 18). 

 

2. Story of Adam and Eve 

The Holy Qur'an (in Islam) has 114 Chapters and talks about the creation, stories of some of prophets as well as 

posthumous life. It is also included moral points and considered as a book of science. The Bible is distorted, unlike 

the Holy Qur'an, i.e. it has changed by common people during the history, but the words and even the arrangement 

of Chapters in the Holy Qur'an are done by God. The author is going to mention some points about Adam and Eve 

which necessarily are neither subjective interpretation nor acceptable and correct. The verses, in the present paper, 

are from the translation of the Holy Qur’an by Shaker. 
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2.1 Creation 

The reason of creating Adam is obvious in the Bible and the Holy Qur'an: 

Genesis 1:28   God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, an                                                                              

                              subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 

over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 

 

Holy Qur'an 2:30 Lord said to the angels, I am going to place in the earth a Khalif. 

 

As we see the purpose of creation is the same in both Holy Books, the Bible expressed the subject in details. 

 

 Regarding the creation of Adam and Eve, there are something to be explicated their right or wrong. For example, 

God says: 

        Genesis 1:26   Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.  

     Why should God create something that is similar to Him? Is God alone that makes a man so as to accompany 

with? For sure these claims are fancy as they represent God as a shortage-holder. But the Holy Qur'an rejects this 

idea and remarks: 

 

    Holy Qur'an 3:97 Surely Allah is Self-sufficient, above any need of the  

                                                      worlds. 

     It means that He doesn’t need any one. Creation of Adam is mentioned in both the Bible and the Holy Qur'an, 

there is a difference in quality of creating: according to Bible, God created Adam like Himself. Again we observe 

another lack of ability about God, it can be implied that God didn’t have any kind of style to make Adam. The Holy 

Qur'an believes that God is Mighty and can do whatever He likes: 

 

    Holy Qur'an 2:20  Surely Allah has power over all things.  

 

The idea of making like Himself is also rejected in another verse of the Holy Qur'an: 

 

  Holy Qur'an 42:11  Nothing like a likeness of Him. 

 

     Out of this verse we understand that nobody in the universe resemblances God and He created Adam in another 

form. 

Both Holy Books attribute the soul of Adam to God and, in this regard, the Holy Qur'an mentions: 

 

    Holy Qur'an 38:72 Breathed into him of My spirit. 

 

The place of breathing the soul isn’t determined here, but the Bible discusses the matter in detail: 
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        Genesis 2:7  And breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. 

 

     We don’t know whether it’s correct or not, but we can have some guesses about this idea. We know that the 

essence of soul is contrary to the essence of a substance. In addition, it can be perceived that the soul is soft and 

invisible. So it has the most resemblance to breath. As breath is passing by the nostrils, the idea of breathing soul 

into Adam’s nostrils is not illogical. Anyhow this issue doesn’t have effect on Adam’s behavior, in other words it is 

not a controversial issue. 

     We have another character in this story, that is Satan which causes problems to Adam. Instead of this creature in 

the Holy Qur'an, we encounter with a kind of animal in the Bible-a serpent. According to some reasons the issue of 

serpent is rejected. Let me say in advance that, this character misled Adam to be fallen on the earth. Firstly, the 

serpent should’ve spoken to Adam to deceive him. How is it possible that an animal has the ability of speaking? 

Actually we have some reports that few people spoke to animals. For example, Prophet Solomon was a king and 

able to speak to animals. Moreover, in thought of Shia, the Fourteen Saints have such ability. But we have not heard 

about speaking of Adam to animals. Secondly, Adam was in the heaven. We know that heaven is the place of relief 

and without any fear. So how is it possible that a terrible animal- a serpent- exists in such beautiful place? Thirdly, 

why among so many animals a serpent was commissioned to delude Adam? Is there any reason about the excellence 

of a serpent among other animals? These unanswered questions make some doubts about the current Bible. 

     The second character is called Satan in the Holy Qur'an. This creature is neither a human nor an animal. It’s a 

jinni which has the same features of a human being, but it’s like a spirit and not visible. It’s logical that this kind of 

creature exists in the heaven, because it may have the most resemblance to humankind. 

     There is another significant point which has the most effect on the story; that is disobeying of second character- 

Satan. According to the Holy Qur'an, after creating Adam, the angels and Satan were obliged to make their 

prostration to Adam. All of them did so, except Satan: 

 

   Holy Qur'an 2:34    "Bow down to Adam" and they bowed down. Not so Iblis.  

 

     As we see Satan is a kind of angel. By defying, Satan put himself and Adam into difficulty. Because of a little 

false thinking, he neglected the Command of Allah: 

 

     Holy Qur'an 7:12   [Satan] said: I am better than him: Thou hast created me of fire, while  him, Thou 

didst create of dust.  

 

     He misunderstood that as fire was superior to mud, so he was better than Adam. According to him, excellence is 

related to essence, he didn’t pay attention to power and ability of human- intellect and knowledge. In the Holy 

Qur'an we see that knowledge was given to Adam: 

 

     Holy Qur'an 2:31   And He taught Adam all the names. 

 

     So we perceive that whatever God commands us, we should do without any objection because we just know the 

external part of the issue and we are unaware of the result. For example, when God tells us to do such action, we 

may imagine that such work is boring or useless, unfortunately, we reject it although the result would be a present:  

 

    Holy Qur'an 2:216  It may be that you dislike a thing while it is good for you, and it may be 

                                                      that  you love a thing while it is evil for you. 

 

Disobedience of Satan made God angry, resulted in eviction of Satan: 
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   Holy Qur'an  7:13    [Allah] said: "Get thee down from this: it is not for thee to be arrogant  

                                                      here. 

 

     This behavior was intolerable for Satan, because he had worshipped and obeyed God before that. So he decided 

on taking revenge by deceiving Adam and, later on, all human beings: 

  

    Holy Qur'an 7:16  [Satan] said: Now, because Thou hast sent me astray, verily I shall lurk in  

                                                    ambush for them on Thy Right Path.  

 

So he asked God to give him a chance and it was given:  

 

   Holy Qur'an 7:14  [Satan] said: Give me respite until the day when they are raised up.   

                        7:15  [Allah] said: Surely you are of the respite-given ones. 

 

     Then he went to Adam and his wife to do his conspiracy. Before the intrigue, let me explain about the creation of 

Adam’s wife- Eve.  

Regarding the creation Eve, the Holy Qur'an and the Bible are somewhat unanimous: 

 

             Genesis 2:21  And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam and he slept:    

                                               and he took one of his ribs… 

                         2:22 And the rib… made he a woman 

    Holy Qur'an 4:1  Created you from a single being and created its mate of the same [kind]. 

 

     The Holy Qur'an doesn’t talk about the quality of Eve’s creation. In author’s idea, comments of some interpreters 

are declined to some extent. For example, some of them remark that God created Eve with the rest mud of Adam. 

But if we examine the Arabic version of this verse in the Holy Qur'an, it can be understood that Eve is created by 

one part of Adam’s body.  

 

     Now we come back to the issue of Satan. He decided to mislead Adam and Eve who had their life in the heaven 

and were asked not to approach a specific tree: 

 

           Genesis 2:17 But the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it. 

  Holy Qur'an 2:35  And do not approach this tree. 

 

     The reason of existing a forbidden tree in the heaven is considerable. In order to differentiate among humans, 

God puts barriers in human life: 

 

  Holy Qur'an 2:155  We will most certainly try you with somewhat of fear and hunger and  

                                                          loss of property and lives and fruits. 

 

     In the story of Adam we observe that the essence of testing is about approaching a tree. An appropriate chance is 

appeared to Satan in order to trace his intrigue. The result of eating from that tree is different in the Bible and the 

Holy Qur'an: 

 

          Genesis 2:17  Thou shalt surely die. 

  Holy Qur'an 2:35 You will be of the unjust.  
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     The claim of the Holy Qur'an is more acceptable than that of the Bible. As it was mentioned before the purpose 

of creating Adam in both Holy Books is to have domination upon the world. So death of Adam is opposite to this 

idea. Out of this and also other verses we perceive that the Holy Qur'an has cohesion among its verses.  

Now we observe the act of Satan deceiving Adam: 

 

         Genesis 3:4  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die. 

                      3:5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be  

                                          opened,  and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

      Holy Qur'an 20:120  [Satan] said: O Adam! Shall I guide you to the tree of immortality and   

                                                           a kingdom which decays not? 

 

     The reason of not eating from that tree is told by Satan but we don’t know whether he is right or wrong. Some 

interpreters believe that the tree was wheat or the tree of knowledge or tree of everlasting and the like. But it seems 

these comments are not true, because according to the Holy Qur'an Satan is a liar: 

 

      Holy Qur'an 7:21  And [Satan] swore to them both: Most surely I am a sincere adviser to    

                                                      you. 

 

     As we see, in order to deceive Adam and Eve, Satan swears illegally. Furthermore few suppositions of 

interpreters mentioned before about the kind of tree were maybe based on the speech of Satan. It is better talk about 

the truthfulness of the kind of tree in Satan’s word. According to the Holy Qur'an Satan called it as everlasting tree 

(20:120); that is if Adam and Eve eat from them, they would live forever. And we know that they approached the 

tree and ate from the tree, so they should be alive now but they died centuries ago. Therefore that was not tree of 

everlasting. (The author is not rejecting the verse of the Holy Qur'an, but he is giving comments on speech of Satan). 

     According to the Bible serpent says that is the tree of good and evil (Genesis 3:5); that is if they eat from the tree 

they would be able to make distinction between goodness and badness. But we observe that after eating from the 

tree they got stuck into problem; that is they couldn’t choose a right way: 

 

       Genesis 3:12  And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest [to be] with me, she gave me  

                                           of the tree, and I did eat. 

                    3:13  And the LORD God said unto the woman, What [is] this [that] thou hast  

                                          done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 

 

 The right way was to confess the mistakes, but they didn’t do so. 

 

 

2.2 Repentance 

     After committing the sin, according to the Holy Qur'an, Adam and Eve expressed regret and wanted to 

compensate their sin:     

 Holy Qur'an 2:27    Then learnt Adam from his Lord words of inspiration, and his Lord Turned  

                                                        towards him; for He is Oft-Returning, Most Merciful.   

                      7:23   They said: Our Lord! We have been unjust to ourselves, and if Thou forgive    

                                                        us not, and have [not] mercy on us, we shall certainly be of the losers.              

                 20:122    Then his Lord chose him, so He turned to him and guided [him].     

Surprisingly, the Bible doesn’t talk about the repentance of Adam and Eve. If somebody makes a mistake he has to 

know the way of making it up. Adam didn’t know how to return, so God helped him and he observed the issue then 
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God accepted him. This solution was something that God wanted. That is if I make a mistake toward a person, I 

have to solve the problem according to his will. 

     Human being is called the leader of creatures, but if a problem happens to him for the first time, he doesn’t know 

how to resolve it. So it’s better not to be proud, and instead like Adam asks somebody to help. As we see both Adam 

and Eve took action to repent, not one of them. It’s an appropriate idea to solve the problems in a group, because it  

is effective. Working in a group is emphasized in principles of Islam. 

     Fortunately, God has given a diagnostic power in order to realize errors. But it doesn’t mean that he can perceive 

all mistakes. For example, if he backbites, most of the time, he is not aware or won’t be aware of what he did. To 

diagnose such errors, man should have self-purification. Anyhow, Adam had such a power in order to return to God. 

For resolving the issue, Adam and Eve, firstly, stated and accepted their faults_ a confession, and secondly, asked 

God to forgive them. After a sense of regret, Adam wanted to pass the way of God, meanwhile, God assisted him to 

do so. According to thought of Islam, God is more eager to support a man who wants to proceed in the way of God. 

So if we want to improve our relationship with God we require the first step_ determination. 

     Matter of Adam and Eve regarding to repentance is not mentioned in the Bible. In idea of author, it’s somewhat 

meaningful. As we know the Bible is distorted; it means that we don’t have the original text which was a revelation 

from God to Moses and Christ. There are some points in the Bible which are in low level of truthfulness.  

     According to the Bible, after committing the sin not only Adam and Eve covered themselves but also they 

concealed themselves from the sight of God.  

          Genesis 3:8-10  And Adam and his wife hid themselves from  the presence of the                                 

                                               Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. And the Lord God called 

                                              unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?               

     This verse shows that God is not All-known. But we’re conversant with the point that God himself has created 

Adam and for sure he knows all aspects of Adam. Such a matter represents the dishonesty of the author of the Bible. 

The Bible displays Adam as a person who does wrong continuously and doesn’t have intellect in order to 

compensate and return to God.  

     To have a comment on the opinion of lacking intellect in Adam, I should say that the followers of the distorted 

Bible- Christian and Jews- may believe that if a person does wrong or commits a sin, there is no annoyance upon 

him, because he was not knowledgeable enough upon the action. If a person before committing a sin, thinks about 

the consequences of his action toward another person, definitely he recognizes that the addressee won’t be glad 

about sinner’s behavior. How is it possible that the Creator creates a man without representing wrong and right? 

Holy Qur'an 87-3   And [God] Who makes [things] according to a measure,     

                                                    then guides [them to their goal] 

 

     Also there is a Hadith that of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) in which Adam was given three items to choose: 

intellect, piety and faith. Adam selected intellect (Koleini 11). We observe another evidence about the intellectuality 

of Adam. 

 

After committing the sin, they confronted with God: 

 Genesis 3:12  And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be    
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                                             with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.      

             3:13   And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done?   

                                            And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 

 

     As we observe they didn’t take responsibility for their sin and referred it into another one. It could be said that 

surrounding conditions have impacts on human actions, but they aren’t forceful because human being has intellect. 

According to the Holy Qur'an, Adam and Eve claimed the responsibility for their sin, but in the Bible they didn’t 

accept; a great opposition. 

     For example, if a person wins a game, he relates his winning to himself and his endeavors. Logically and 

similarly he relates his losing or failing to himself too. Regarding to this point there exists an unacceptable idea in 

the Bible. Individuality is clear in this Holy book, but cooperation between Adam and Eve is shown in the Holy 

Qur'an. 

     The last item which is going to be traced is the matter of transmitting the sin to all human beings. According to 

thought of Christianity, Adam’s sin is conveyed to all human. For example, in “A Hymn to God the Father” by John 

Donne: 

 

                    Wilt thou forgive that sin where I begun, 

                           Which is my sin, though it were done before? (Johnson and R.Arp 697) 

 

    The poet believes that (human) has one more sin in addition to all his sins, so he asks God to forgive him from the 

beginning; that is from the first sin which for previous times- sin of Adam.    According to notion of Islam it was not 

committing sin, let alone whether it is moveable or not. God makes distinction between the act of Adam and act of 

others and says: 

 

     Holy Qur'an 7:27   O children of Adam! let not the Shaitan cause you to fall into  

                                                      affliction as he expelled your parents from the garden. 

 

     It can be implied out of this verse, a contrary idea to Christianity, that sin of a person is not related to others 

because God, in this verse, is addressing all people except Adam and Eve. 

 

 

Conclusion        

     By investigating some items about Adam and Eve in the Holy Qur'an and the Bible, we’ve observed some 

commonalities and differences. But we, as believers, know that the purpose of any Holy Book is to give us advices 

in order to live mannerly. And also there are some stories in the Holy Book for taking lessons. That means it would 

be helpful to follow the positive points and refrain from immoral items. Although there are differences, instead we 

can apply similar cases in our life. For differences we, as a human being and wisdom holder, can diagnose 

inappropriate cases in order to reject them. Believers in God, whether they are Moslem or no know that God likes 

good deeds and moral actions.  

                         

 

 

 

 



 091-093، ص   1931،  بهمن 1، جلد 02علوم انسانی اسالمی، شماره 

ISSN: 4719-2148 

http://www.joih.ir  

 

279 

 

Reference 

 

1.  Holy Qur'an, the. 

2.  Holy Bible, the, King James Version.  

3.   Abrams, M.H., and Geoffrey Galt Harp ham. A Glossary Of Literary Terms. The U.S.:     

      Wadsworth , 1957. 

4.   Bleicher, Josef. Contemporaty Hermeneutics. U.K: Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd., 1980. 

5.   Fahim, Aziz. Science of Exegesis. Al-Masih Abode of Culture, 1986. 

6.   Grondin, Jean. Introduction to Philosophical Hermeneutics. Joel Weinsheimer (Tr.). U.S.A:          

      Yale University Press, 1992. 

7.   Johnson, Greg, and Thomas R.Arp. Perrine’s: Literature Structure, Sound, and Sense  

     Poetry. 9th ed. United States: Thomson Wadsworth, 2006. 

8.   Koleini, Mohammad Ibn Jacob. Osoole Kafi. Tehran: Office of Studying History and Islam  

      Principles, 2000 

9.   Palmer, Richard E. Hermeneutics: Interpretation Theory in Schleirmacher, Dilthey,   

      Heidegger and Gadamer. U.S.A: Northwestern University Press, 1987. 

10.  Terry, S.T.D., Milton S. Biblical Hermeneutics. New York: Hunt & Eaton, 1890. 

11.   Vaezi, Ahmad. Introduction to Hermeneutics. Tehran: Inquiry Office of Culture and  

         Islamic Thought, 2001. 

 

 


